
Stay up to date with what’s happening at Weir!  Download the Skoolbag app and follow our

school: https://www.moqproducts.com.au/skoolbag/

Principal's Pen

WELCOME TO WEEK 4 - Our school managed to get through a rainy week and both students and teachers

must be commended on their �exibility of routine as we needed to have quite a few indoor plays to keep dry at

lunchtimes.  Our teachers have been busy collecting and collating student diagnostics and work samples to

build a clear picture of each student in their room to guide curriculum delivery.  Our teachers have set clear

intentions of knowing student data and using this to inform teaching and improve student learning. There are

great things happening in classrooms every day…. which makes our school the great place it is, Weir

Strong….Weir Smart!

Day 8 Done - Our of�cial student enrolment numbers have been submitted and due to the forward planning

within term 4 of 2020 there will be no class changes for the 2021 school year ….great news for our school.

Bus Behaviour - Over the last week or so some of our students have not been meeting expectations when

catching the bus to and from school. I have had to board the bus on a couple of occasions this year to set

expectations with students before their journey. The bus company has made things abundantly clear that if

students do not meet bus safety and behaviour expectations, they will be issued a notice of ‘no travel’ meaning

parents will need to deliver and collect their children from school……please talk to your kids about the correct

way to behave while travelling on the bus.

Reading is No 1 - Reading, reading comprehension and writing will be a major focus throughout the 2021

school year. We will continue to implement a clear reading strategy - the  4 lesson sequence reading method -

targeting  resources  on reading within the PREP-2  year levels, having groups of skilled teachers and aides

going into classrooms and delivering a sequenced set of lessons within unpacking and understanding the text
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and word groups within a book.  We have allocated a big proportion of support time to ensure our young ones

are reading at required and above levels before they leave year 2 - Reading is the key….comprehending is the

success….great work Weir!!

Kindy Linq Success - Our Kindy Linq program has been well received within our community yet again this year

with new families joining the program. I would like to thank Mrs Ball and Mrs Barry for their great work in the

continued success of our program. Our assigned area for the program is amazing and it’s great to see our

parents involved with their kids at such an early age …..this is another great example of our quality school

programs.

SKOOLBAG APP Service - If you are a parent, carer or community member and you are interested in keeping

up date with ‘real time’ school messages please ensure you have downloaded our free SKOOLBAG APP on your

phone. Just head to the APP store and search for: WEIR STATE SCHOOL SKOOLBAG……the icon should

appear and just tap and download. By doing so you will get all new school messages, events and newsletters in

the palm of your hand.

Phone Zone - At Weir State School we understand that mobile phones �ll a need for some families, especially in

relation to the occasional issues that arise with before or after school safety and communication. There are a

number of issues associated with mobile phones at school. These include security, interruptions to class

programs, inappropriate use or overuse. Due to these issues, we prefer that students do not bring mobile

phones to school.

If, however, you do require your student to have a mobile phone at school the following procedures apply:

You child must hand their mobile into the Front Of�ce or Student Resource Window where it will be signed in

and kept securely for the school day. The phone can be collected at the end of the school day.

Students who breach this requirement will be subject to our normal Student Code of Conduct consequences.

Any phone calls, which students need to make, must be made through the Front Of�ce. Should you need to

get in contact with your child, this should be done through the Front Of�ce. One of our Front Of�ce staff will

get the message to your child.

We hope parents appreciate the stance the school has to take on mobile phone use and actively support the

above school procedures.

Student Lateness - It has become very noticeable lately that we have quite a number of children who regularly

arrive late to school. This can cause all sorts of problems as attendance rolls have been marked, notes and

payments already sent to the of�ce and lunch orders already sent to the canteen. Late arrival at school is often

embarrassing or uncomfortable for the student, an interruption to the teacher and a disruption to the learning

time of other students. Generally speaking, the �rst learning session is one of the most important in relation to

children’s functioning ability (eg. alertness) and is when we focus on literacy and numeracy development. These

two areas are the foundations of academic success.

We expect all children to be at school by the �rst bell at 8:30 am. Classrooms are open then and the children

are expected to get their things organised for the day ahead. By 8:35 am we expect everyone to be ready for

the �rst teaching session. Our motto is: “Be on time, be at school: that’s the rule”.  The important message here

for parents is that every time your child is late for school it is costing your child a learning experience, as well

as interrupting the learning time for others. We ask for parent support in ensuring that we have ‘on time’ starts



to the school day.

Please remember if your child is not at school before the class roll is marked you will receive a text message

from our ID Attend system

This week’s proverb – “A problem shared is a problem halved”

Thanks for reading and have a great week  - Mr B –  Principal  - Weir State School 

From the Deputy's Desk

Our school prides itself on our Early Levelled Reading Program. Our teachers and teacher aides are highly

trained in implementing the 4 lesson sequence as a systematic approach to the teaching of reading in our early

years and we know our students love it.

Reading allows us to be transported from our own world to another. Between the pages of a book, we can

become immersed in the lives of �ctional characters and learn about a culture entirely different from our own.

We can also learn new words and phrases, experience a range of emotions, and acquire skills and knowledge.

Because of the learning potential, the effects of reading are vast and multiple studies have highlighted its

bene�ts. As such, teachers and parents are in a great position to ensure reading is a key part of children’s daily

routine. Reading at home is just as important as reading at school.

Mr Coey's Joke of the Week

Q. Why do bees have sticky hair?

A. Because they use honeycombs!



The Top Ten Bene�ts of Reading for Children

Based on what we’ve discussed above, here are the top 10 bene�ts of reading for children:

Their vocabulary is larger and more extensive.

They perform better academically.

Their imagination can run wild.

Their creativity skills develop.

They develop empathy.

They gain a deeper understanding of their world.

Their concentration levels improve.

The parent and child bond strengthens.

Their cognitive development is supported.

Their social skills and interaction improve.

Reading with Your Child at Home

Reading aloud is an enjoyable activity that both parents and children alike can enjoy.

If you read with your child at home, then you are complementing what they learning in the classroom.

What you can do at home:

Read aloud: As you read your child can look at pictures and listen to your voice. Read aloud to your child and

point to the pictures on the page, saying the name of the objects that appear. Make a connection with the story,

characters or events. Ask your child what the story might remind them of? Even when your child can read by

themselves, reading together is a priceless gift between a child and their parent.

Make it part of your routine. Try your best to read to your child every day and keep it consistent. Incorporate

this into your, and your child’s, daily routine until it becomes as much of a habit as them brushing their teeth.

Encourage variation. Try to vary the books that you read to your child as much as possible. This will open their

eyes to a range of different worlds, cultures, and characters, and allow their imagination to be stretched and

thrive.

Continue the discussion. After you’ve �nished reading a story to your child, consider trying to keep it going.

Age depending, you could ask them questions about what they’ve just read. For example, “Did you enjoy that

story?”, “Who was your favourite character?” or “Why do you think the prince was happy at the end?”. If your

child enjoys the book, it will develop a life-long love of reading.



KindyLinQ is a play-based early learning program for three-year-old children and their families in the year

before they start kindergarten.

KindyLinQ is based on a �exible stay and play approach. Once a family registers they can attend the session 3

hours twice a week. Younger siblings can attend.

Your KindyLinQ school will ask you to complete a Registration Form.

Please contact Weir State School for more information.



School Attendance

All schools in Queensland are committed to providing safe and supportive learning environments for all

students, which address their educational needs. At Weir State School we have high expectations and believe

that to achieve ones potential, students must attend school regularly.

Weir State School is committed to following the Queensland State-wide initiative ‘Every Day Counts’ which

promotes 4 key messages:

All children should be enrolled at school and attend on every school day.

Schools should monitor, communicate and implement strategies to improve regular school attendance.

Truanting can place a student in unsafe situations and impact on their future employability and life choices.

Attendance at school is the responsibility of everyone in the community.

Research shows that regular attendance is integral to successful academic and social outcomes. Accordingly, it

is important that students, staff and parents/carers have a shared understanding of the importance of regular

student attendance and their responsibilities.

Parent/Carer Responsibilities

Ensure that child attends school on time, every school day.

Provide a satisfactory explanation for all absences, that is, any time during which a student is not attending

or participating in their educational program.

Contact the school within 2 days of the student’s return from an unplanned absence, in person, by phone,

SMS reply or email.

Contact the school prior to any planned absence, in person, by phone or by email. Where this is not possible,

parents must provide the reason for any absences within 2 days of the student’s return to school.

Contact Administration if student absence is to be for an extended period of time (e.g. family reasons or

illness) and request schoolwork.

Apply for an exemption for their child for non-attendance at school for a stated or inde�nite period where

the child’s attendance is impossible or should not be reasonably required and the absence will be for more

than 10 school days.

Supply administration with a medical certi�cate for illness absences more than 3 days.

Contact Administration if a student is refusing to attend school. Initiate or attend meetings to seek support

and discuss their child’s attendance or participation in their educational program.

Advise the school of any change of address or phone numbers to ensure school records are accurate. Up to

date data is essential in an emergency.

Ensure that child follows the school’s processes and procedures for late arrival.
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Student of the Week

Prep P-CW: Preston P-LC: Latifah P-RC: Charli P-SC: Simeon

Year 1 1-AG: James 1-EM: Gabrielle 1-JM: Jesiah 1-ML: Sienna

Year 2 1/2-LB: Brian 2-AT: Chase 2-JR: Ellie-Beth 2-MM: Sebastian

Year 3 3-EP: Sophia 3-MJ: Merveille 3-RG: Peter 3-KR: Alexis

Year 4 4-AS: Brook 4-SB: Vivian 4-SL: Johnny 4-TM: Shyla

Year 5 5-JE: Jack 5-LB: Moses 5-JM: Cleo 5-SB: Evie

Year 6 6-AD: Amelia-May 6-KH: Lincoln 6-PB: Seu 6-RA: Keegan

SWD: Junior:

(1-EM): Leo

Senior:

(5-SB): Jane

PE: Junior:

(2-AT): Jyle Jnr

Senior:

(4-TM): Patrick

The Arts: Junior:

(P-RC): Reece

Senior:

(6-RA): Henz

Instrumental Music: Strings

(6-KH): Eliza

Brass,Woodwind,Percussion

(5-JE): Kayden

The Arts News

The Preps are having lots of fun using their imagination while role playing in Drama. Pictured are some

students from Prep CW and Prep RC who were lucky enough to wear a costume during their lesson. Looking

very excited, we have from Prep RC, Dubi as a Pirate, Reece as Superman and Kiara as Wonder Woman. Also,

from Prep CW is Trixie as Rapunzel, Meekah as Anna and there was also Preston as Spiderman. Our Preps are

also learning that we can read picture book stories and then perform that same story through acting. We do

this by wearing costumes, using props, changing our voices and taking on new roles. 
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PE News - Swimming Carnival

When:  Wednesday 24th February

Where: Kirwan High School Pool

Who:  8 to 12 years old 

Time: 9am to 1pm

Transport: Supervised walking to venue.

What to bring: Togs, towel, rashie, hat sunscreen, food, water bottle, money for sausage sizzle/drink/zooper

dooper.

Please return permission notes as soon as possible.  If any parents would be available to help out on the day,

please let the of�ce know.

 

Bookclub is again available with brochures available from student classrooms.  Orders can be placed online or

returned to the school the Thursday following the brochures being made available. If you can assist with the

collation & distribution of orders, please call the school library on 47261363.  It should only take a couple of

hours of your time, twice a term.



Community Partners

 Many thanks to our Community Partners - The NRL Cowboys House, Cowboys Community Foundation and

Coles – Second Bite Program for the generous amount of bread they have provided to give away to our

parents.

We are truly grateful to have such Community Partners to help us support our students and families.  How

awesome!

Townsville Sunbus

Is your Student entitled to FREE or subsidised bus travel to and from School?

Did you know that you can apply online for the School Transport Assistance Scheme?

For more information:

Visit www.qld.gov.au/schooltransportassistance

Contact STASdigital.Helpdesk@tmr.ql.gov.au or 1300 119 289 for technical assistance with your online

application.

http://www.qld.gov.au/schooltransportassistance
mailto:STASdigital.Helpdesk@tmr.ql.gov.au


Recycling at Weir

The bene�ts of recycling are supported at school in the following manner:

TONER CARTRIDGES are recycled through Planet Ark.

Printer cartridges are made up of a combination of plastics, metals, foam, ink and toner.  Throwing them into

land�ll contributes to the growing problem of electronic waste. By recycling your toner cartridges you are

helping to reduce this waste. Please place them in the Planet Ark box next to the purple Battery World bin,

downstairs Block 7.

Bring your BATTERIES into school so that we can dispose of them in an environmentally friendly manner.  Car

batteries must be delivered to Battery World on Ingham Road. The purple Battery World recycling bin is

placed downstairs of Block 7.

Spare shopping bags are welcome at the Library so that our library books are always protected.
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Townsville City Council

Townsville City Council is keen to share Townsville Dashboards with students and teachers as a source of

information about the local community and an online resource for educators, particularly for Digital

Technologies, ICT, STEM, Humanities and Geography.

 Townsville Dashboards (https://dashboards.townsville.qld.gov.au) provides a digital platform for the

community to easily access data and information about their community and Council service performance.

 Access Townsville Dashboards to:

·         Explore dashboards, pro�les and tools (Community and Economic Pro�les, Disaster Management,

Planning Services, Townsville Mapping);

·         Download and explore a range of Council open datasets (currently 65 datasets published) through our

Open Data Portal;

·         View Council datasets and information through a series of interactive visualisations (Your Council);

·         Open datasets include animal complaints and registrations, city maintenance activities, community

grants, development applications, library services, waste services, water dam levels, production and

consumption;

·         Aerial photography and digital elevation model information in also available for download;

·         The open datasets provide an opportunity for students to explore local datasets and to utilise these

datasets for data-driven decisions and digital solutions.

We would welcome any feedback on Townsville Dashboards, particularly:

Aspects of Townsville Dashboards you currently utilise and value

Additional content and datasets that you would �nd useful

https://dashboards.townsville.qld.gov.au/
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Weir State School

 592 Ross River Road, Kirwan QLD, Australia

 07 4726 1333

 admin@weirss.eq.edu.au

 www.weirss.eq.edu.au

 https://www.facebook.com/WeirStateSchool/
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